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8.1.1 How is disinformation disseminated
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The eastest way that misinformation and disinformation can be distibuted 1s by social
media. In this day and age. the internet 1s a place where everybody can post whatever they

want and due to the social media alsonthm it can be spread rapidly m the platform Each
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social media platform has got its own algerithm. In general. social media algorithms work

by tracking user interactions, likes, shares, behaviour and aciions o recominend relevant

content. ° In the context of misnformation, the algorithm continues to feed
misinformation to users who engage with it and these users are unlikely to be presented

with information that discredits or corrects it. As a result. social media users are shown

an incomplete view of the scope of content published on a platform, whereby content that

may challenge or oppose their belefs 1s omutted.

Additionally, misinformation and disinformation can be spread by accounts who have
large tollowings. IT a Ialse informanion post catches the eye of one of these accouuts and

ole. This leads to

the algorithm promoting the post and distributing it among the platform ® These “content
creators” can also spread disinformation deliberately, with a financial reward, by actors
who want to push propaganda and manipulate public masses.® These actors take
advantage of the large number of followers of these accounts. knowing that their false
narratives can be spread rapidly through their followmg. This techmque has been used by
Russia, where according to the US Department of Justice some of the biggest stars in

right-wing social media were, unwittingly, part of a sinister Russian operation to influence

o

9 Cf: Denniss, E. & Lindberg R. {2023).5ocial media and the spread of misinformation: infectious and
a threat to public health. Op. Cit. P. 12

8.1 The dangers of disinformation and misinformation

8.1.1 How is disinformation disseminated

The easiest way that misinformation and disinformation can be distributed is by social
media. In this day and age. the internet is a place where everybody can post whatever they
want and due to the social media algorithm . it can be spread rapidly in the platform.

In the context of misinformation, the algorithm continues to feed misinformation to users
who engage with it and these users are unlikely to be presented with information that
discredits or corrects it.

Additionally, misinformation and disinformation can be spread by accounts who have
large followings.

8.1.2 Core dangers for the CSDP

The success of these operations depends on fostering trust in the Euvropean Union’s
institutions, particularly in the CSDP missions organized by EEAS. This trust, though,
can be heavily damaged by some factors. Disinformation and misinformation seriously
undermine mutual trust, both within the Evropean Union and in ifs external relations.
Disinformation and misinformation have the potential to manipulate a large group of
people and has severe dangers for the CSDP missions, which I identify as the following:

1. Erosion of public trust and institutional credibility

Page § of 22
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Europe bodies treat disinformation as a hybrid threat, that affect the execution of the
CSDP missions. It 1s framed under Foreign Information Manipulation Interference (FIMI),
which 1s a challenge mainly addressed by the European External Action Service (EEAS).

The EEAS has produced multiple reports, researches and guidance documents on
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In the context of misinformation, the algorithm continues to feed misinformation to users
who engage with it and these users are unlikely to be presented with information that

discredits or corrects it.

8.2.1 The Code of Practice on Disinformation

The Code of Practice on Disinformation 1s a pioneering framework to address the spread
of disinformation, agreed upon by a number of relevant stakeholders. Established in 2018,
the Code of Practice was significantly strengthened in 2022, with the aim of becoming

recognised as a Code of Conduct under the Digital Services Act (DSA

www.emilyo.eu
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Statement 1:
Each Cadet / Midshipman / Student has to sign ...

[ declare that I have written the present essay independently and on my own. I have
clearly marked any language or ideas borrowed from other sources as not my own and
documented their sources. The essay does not contain any work that I have handed in or

have had graded as a previous scientific paper earlier on.

[ am aware that any failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism is the
presentation of another person's thoughts or words as if they were my own — even if |

summarise, paraphrase, condense, cut, rearrange, or otherwise alter them.

I am aware of the consequences and sanctions plagiarism entails. Among others,
consequences may include nullification of the essay, exclusion from participation in the
CSDP Olympiad. These consequences also apply retrospectively, i.e., if plagiarism is
discovered after the essay has been accepted and graded. I am fully aware of the scope

of these consequences.

(Rank Academic Degree Forename Family name, Academic Degree)

Location, Country (e.g.: Wroclaw, Poland) in November 2025

www.emilyo.eu
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. 3. — Introduction4]

WWith- After- fighting- in - both- the- Pacific- and- European- theatres- in- the- Second- World- War, -

including- the- North- African- Campaign - the- United- States- of- America- (USA)- emerged-

victorious- at- the- end- of- World- War- IT.- The- USA - lost- approximately- 400.000- soldiers- in-
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top-ao-gtotaylanetor Fight in-both-tha .E a! wrhichgnclndac th Jorh A frieon.
top-as-a-total-victor-Fishtinoin-both-th o the-North-African
Campaien -and-the Pacific. ¢ 4 £ ar - In-Eun Seac the TTSA . loat A 400 thancand
Vorschiag annehmen oder v X land-hopping-campaign -in-the-Pacific -which-accounts

ablehnen?

p—ef-the-total-casualties - Theis main- concern- of- the-

as-taking-too-long-to-settereach-Japan—ie—-and-make-

a powerful weapon, the one the
world had never seen before,
altered everyone's perception of
the American commitment and

power. The United States was the  |gwer-and-material to make-create what-is-tedav-known-

multaneously, the-Haited-States Americans-is-were-alse-

and-technology-on-the-battlefield-to-make-a-difference.-

single source of this mind-

boggling power that had been pad-used:-fwice y-efon-Japan,-afies

operationally tested and used. It Ing-in-the-Japanese surrender-and -Saalis-the-end put-an-
was truly the pinnacle of their ...

30102025 14:09:00

The-act-of using-such-a-powerful-weapon -the-one-the-world-had-never-seen-before -altered-

evervone’s-perception- of-the- Amerikan- commitment- and- power.- The- United- States- was-the-

single-source-of this-mind-boggling -power-that-had-been-operationally tested-and-used. -It-was-

truly-the-pinnacle-of theirtechnological dominance.

1 : tonend ot heafiha IS A Adrthat spent o) £h

enbrbearar-ofimind begoli serthatavas-inuse-and tionalltested Trawvas-trabethe-
¥ crenrerzeenahanenns Lae s na s e

i3

The- US- had“to- regulatethe- usage- of- this- kind- of- technology- since- authority- comes- with-

responsibility. -Questions-began-to-surface.-The-American-government-also-had-to-figure -out-

how-to-control-and- store- the-radioactive-material- so-that- it- doesn’t- harm- the- environment.-

T

be-applied to-non-military-uses

Tilith 1 - ibilit by
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Several-other-nations -including-France, -the-United-Kingdom -(UK),-Russia -India -Pakistan -

and-North-Korea_-have-also-acquired-nuclear-weapons-as-a-result-of-political-and technological-

advancements-over-the-past-80-years.

-Although Tsrael’s-official -stance-on-this-matter-is-one-of-

deliberate-ambignity —that-is neither-confirming nor-denving-its possession-of those -weapons-

—-if-ig-nevertheless-resarded-ag-a-natipn-with-nuclear-capabilities. - In-actuality, -alliances-and-

Vorschlag annehmen oder
ablehnen? ' ><
ent of
lights

the necessity of establishing
guidelines for when and how to
use them. Every naticn possessing
nuclear weapons must have a
doctrine for their use and purpose.
Does the nation use its nuclear
weapons for defence? Or to
defend its allies? What conse...

30102025 142700

to-change, -particularly-in-the modemn era.-As-a-result -

Iy to-everyone
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The-devels ent-of-muclear-weapons-also-highlights-the-necessity -of-establishing-guidelines-

for-when-and-how-to-use them -Every

-nation-possessing nuclear-weapons-must-have-a-doctrine-

for-their-use-and-purpose.-Does-the-nation-use-its-nuclear-weapons-for-defence?-Or-to-defend-

its-allies?- What- consequences- do- those- policies- have?- Furthermore, - how-do-they - integrate-

with-other-nuclear-weapons-prohibiti

on-treaties?- The-author-will-attempt-to-address-some-of-

these- questions- and- provide- information- regarding- one- of- the- more- covert- aspects- of- a-

country’s-defence- strategies. - The-develep: £ : S alse-peinis-te-a-need-te-
hata.n.omaliner . oen boasr 1k o gn ot +: o dosnrra Jrr -
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Case 3

Changed Title — already existing Document?

Statement on the registration form:

“Important remark:

Cadets / Midshipmen / Students have to select one
out of the following 10 topics.

It is not allowed to hand-in own topics or adaptions
of the listed 10 topics.”

Selected (original) title no. 4: “The danger of
disinformation and misinformation for the Common
Security and Defence Policy”

Real / written title: “Cross-Lingual Diffusion of
Misinformation in the EU: Structural Patterns and
Vulnerabilities”

www.emilyo.eu
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7.3. Structural Indicators

Two simple measures summarise the structural pqg

» Outgoing influence 0; = Z cij: ho

i+j

spreads.

¢« Incoming exposure [; = Z c;j+ hoy

Jj=i

originating elsewhere.
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A simplified form of this dynamic can be expressed as a dif

L ()
# = Z il () — vil;

J

1. English shows low incoming influknce

English receives almost no translated or re-adapted claims. This reflects its upstream position

in the information hierarchy.
2. Slavic languages are comparatively exposed to one another

Polish, Czech, Slovak, and Romanian show moderate incoming values that largely mirror their

outgoing patterns. This creates a regional cluster of shared exposure.
3. Hungarian, Finnish, and Lithuanian results are unreliable

These languages appear in too few clusters for any meaningful estimation. Their high incoming
ratios result from denominator effects (e.g., 1 transition / 1 cluster = 100% incoming). This

reflects a core weakness of the dataset, not a true exposure pattern.

Therefore, although the matrix provides initial structural insights, interpretations for small

languages must be avoided until better datasets become available.

e [;(t)=intensity of a claim or narrative circulating in language i
+ ;= cross-lingual coupling coefficient (effective transmission from language jto i;
¢ ;= language i inner (mis)information spread (in case of j = i; generally marked by f;)

e ;= decay rate (how fast the narrative loses visibility in language i)

84.5 points
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