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The importance of defending the principles of 
rule of law, democracy and human rights in 

the European Union



1. THE ORIGIN OF EUROPEAN VALUES



2. THE PRINCIPLES OF RULE OF LAW,
DEMOCRACY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN
THE EU

“The Union is founded on the values for
human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality,
the rule of law and respect for human rights
including the rights of persons belonging to
minorities”
-Article 2 of the Lisbon Treaty



2. THE PRINCIPLES OF RULE OF LAW, DEMOCRACY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE EU

Three pillars of the European Union



2. THE PRINCIPLES OF RULE OF LAW, DEMOCRACY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE EU

The triangular relationship between the rule 
of law, democracy and fundamental rights



3. CHALLENGES TO THE PRINCIPLES OF RULE OF LAW, DEMOCRACY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS

3. CHALLENGES TO THE PRINCIPLES OF RULE
OF LAW, DEMOCRACY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS



Internal Threats : Weakening Trust in 
Institutions

3. CHALLENGES TO THE PRINCIPLES OF RULE OF LAW, DEMOCRACY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS



3. CHALLENGES TO THE PRINCIPLES OF RULE OF LAW, DEMOCRACY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS

External Threats : The Rise of Authoritarianism



4. SOLUTIONS FOR A BETTER EUROPE
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