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2020 was supposed to be a once-in-a-
generation opportunity for women and girls. 
The year when governments, businesses, 
organisations and individuals who believe in 
equal treatment for all people were going to 
develop a five-year plan for how to work 
together to accelerate progress for gender 
equality, in celebration of the 25th anniversary 
of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action. Then COVID-19 struck. Now, 2020 risks 
being a year of irreversible setbacks and lost 
progress for girls. Unless the world acts fast 
and decisively, the impact on girls’ futures –
and on all our futures – will be devastating. 
(Szabo & Edwards, 2020, p. ii)
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[…] a system of inherited conceptions expressed in symbolic forms by 
means of which men communicate, perpetuate, and develop their 
knowledge about and attitudes toward life. (Geertz, 1973, p. 89)
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[…] the process of assessing the implications for women and men of 
any planned action, including legislation, policies or programs, in all 
areas and at all levels. (United Nations, 1999, p. 24). 
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The latest 
Norwegian 
government action 
plan
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…signs of a wrestling to make the thought fit into the 
language, to make the language express the thought, signs 
perhaps even of an incapacity of language to express certain 
thoughts, or of thought unable to think itself out because of 
the limitations of its medium[.] (Coetzee, 1992, p. 184)
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