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Annex A

The 4th CSDP Olympiad – Residential Phase

held at Vasil Levski National Military University

 from 21st to 25th May 2018

ADMIN DETAILS  
1. 
GENERAL  INFORMATION

· The 4th  CSDP Olympiad – Residential Phase will be held at the Vasil Levski National Military University in Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria.  The participants are expected to arrive on Monday, 21st May 2018 and depart on Friday, 25th May 2018.

2. 
REGISTRATION 

· Participants are kindly requested to register by sending a filled in Registration Form and Transport Request to the POC for this activity: 
· Registration form (with accommodation details) – Associate Professor Elitsa Petrova, PhD, email: elitsasd@abv.bg no later than 30th March 2018;
· Transport request – LtCol Pavlin Glushkov, PhD, email: pavlin_glushkov@mail.bg  no later than 15th April 2018.
For all questions, you can write to the POC for the CSDP Olympiad 2018 – Colonel Associate Professor Nevena Atanasova – Krasteva, PhD, email: nzatanasova@nvu.bg.
Those who have already registered as accompanying officers or cadets via the official website of the 4th CSDP Olympiad, please confirm your registration with accommodation details and specify your travel details or send us the Transport Request.
3. 
TRANSPORT FROM / TO AIRPORT 

· Participants are requested to make their own travel arrangements to and from Sofia airport.
· The Organizing committee from Vasil Levki NMU will provide free transport from Sofia Airport to Veliko Tarnovo and back. Free transport will be provided for participants according to programme throughout the entire duration of the visit. Please be aware of the fact that Veliko Tarnovo is situated in the central part of Bulgaria, approximately 3 hours driving distance from Sofia airport. Therefore, participants are kindly  requested to arrange their arrival to Sofia Airport on 21st  May 2018 in the morning and their departure on 25th May 2018 in the late afternoon. Transportation will be provided on request. You will be met in the Arrival Hall at Sofia Airport according to your flight schedule by a representative from the National Military University who will hold “CSDP - OLYMPIAD” sign.
· On 21st May 2018 buses will depart from Sofia Airport appr. at 1100 hrs and 1400 hrs. On 25th May 2018 buses will depart from Veliko Tarnovo after the Closing Ceremony at 1000 hrs.
· Participants arriving by private or service car are requested to specify this fact in Transport request. Participants are also kindly requested to arrive in Veliko Tarnovo by 1800 hrs in order to check in and get ready for the Icebreaker. 

· The bus transporting the participants to Icebreaker will be waiting for participants in front of Vasil Levski NMU (for cadets) and in front of the hotels (for the other participants) at 1830 hrs.
· IG members who wish to participate only in IG Meeting and require a transport from and to Sofia Airport are kindly requested to specify this fact in the Registration Form and Transport Request Form.
· If you would like to make your own arrangements, you can either hire a car at the airport or you can use public service (please be aware that this journey may take 3 - 4 hours):

· Bus/metro/taxi from Sofia airport to Sofia Central Bus Station (up to 10 EUR) and then take bus from Sofia to Veliko Tarnovo (approximately 14 EUR).
4. 
ACCOMMODATION OF PARTICIPANTS

· Please be informed that the Vasil Levski National Military University will provide free accommodation at the University campus for 4 nights (from 21st to 25th May 2018) only for the participating cadets.
· A certain number of rooms has been pre-booked for accompanying officers and IG members in two hotels within a walking distance from each other as well as from the centre of Veliko Tarnovo. Participants are kindly asked to send a Registration form with the preferred Hotel Reservation via e-mail and write “CSDP – OLYMPIAD” as Subject of e-mail when booking the accommodation. The daily room rates, including breakfast and town tax are as follows:


Hotel Premier – 4 stars

Single/Double room (1 person): 40 euro

Double room (2 persons): 55 euro

Book room by e-mail: office@hotelpremier-bg.com
For more information about the hotel please visit www.hotelpremier-bg.com.

Hotel Panorama – 4 stars

Single/Double room (1 person): 40 euro

Double room (2 persons): 55 euro

Book room by e-mail: panorama.vt@abv.bg 

For more information about the hotel please visit www.panorama-vt.bg.
5. 
MEALS

· The Vasil Levski National Military University will provide free meals for the participating cadets from 21st to 25th May 2018.
6. 
UNIFORM / DRESS CODE

· Arrival/Departure and Sightseeing: civilian clothes
· Opening Ceremony/Closing Ceremony: Best Uniform

· Ice Breaker/Presentation Sessions: Service Uniform or equivalent for civilian participants (coat & tie)

· Official Dinner: smart civilian clothes 
7. 
POINT OF CONTACT

Colonel Assoc. Prof. Nevena Atansova – Krasteva, PhD

National and Regional Security Department 

Vasil Levski National Military University
76 Bulgaria Blvd. 
5000 Veliko Tarnovo
BULGARIA
Tel:
+359-62-61 87 86 (office)

Tel:
+359-888-84 22 92 (mobile phone)

Email: nzatanasova@nvu.bg 

8. 
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT BULGARIA
· Language
The official language is Bulgarian.
· Climate & Weather

Bulgaria has a temperate-continental climate with moderate features which is characteristic for Central Europe, with hot summers, long, cold winters and very distinct seasons. Abundant snowfalls may occur throughout the country from December to mid-March, especially if you are in the mountainous areas of Bulgaria.

temperatureThe annual average  depends on latitude and ranges from 8°C in the North and 11°C in the South, with temperatures of 2.6°C in the mountains and 12°C in the plains. In general, the warmest areas are in the southern districts of Bulgaria, influenced by the nearby mediterranean sea. Daytime temperatures vary from 0 - 5°C in the winter and 25 - 30°C in summer months. In the southern areas it can be warmer, in the northern and eastern mountainous districts of Balkan mountains it can be cooler with moderate daytime temperatures and cool nights in the summer and temperatures far below zero in the winter.
The average temperature in May is around 18 °C. In Veliko Tarnovo the highest average temperature in May is around 26°C and the lowest average temperature is 9°C.
· Currency / Exchange

The currency in Bulgaria is Lev (BGN). All banks operating in Bulgaria offer foreign currency services and quote the exchange rates of the Lev against all major foreign currencies daily. Major foreign currencies can also be exchanged or exchange offices in town.
· ATMs and Credit Cards

All major banks in the Bulgaria have automatic teller machines (ATMs) in most towns and larger villages. All major credit cards are accepted almost everywhere.
· Electricity supply

Electrical sockets (outlets) in Bulgaria usually supply electricity at between 220 and 240 volts AC. Electrical sockets (outlets) in Slovakia are one of the two European standard electrical socket types: The “Type C” Europlug and the “Type E” and “Type F” Schuko. If your appliance's plug doesn't match the shape of these sockets, you will need a travel plug adapter in order to plug in.

· Smoking

Smoking is prohibited at the public areas and indoor public places. There are smoking areas outside of the University campus, restaurants and night clubs.
· Opening hours

Shops usually open around 0900 hrs and close around 1900 hrs. Large Shopping Centres stay open till 2100 hrs.
Banks are open on workdays (Monday to Friday) usually between 0900 hrs and 1700 hrs.

Restaurants and cafes have varying opening hours, but most of them close at 2400 hrs on workdays (Monday to Friday).
· Driving side

Driving is on the right-hand side of the road. All the international road traffic signs are in use and placed on the right-hand side of the roads and highways. At roundabouts, priority is given to vehicles coming from the left side.
· Emergency number 112
Police
Fire and rescue

Ambulance (Life emergency)
SOS, emergency call
· Dial Code for Bulgaria: +359

9. 
USEFUL INFORMATION WEB LINKS

· The website of the 4th CSDP Olympiad:

http://www.emilyo.eu/olympiad_csdp
· Ministry of Defence of Bulgaria:
https://www.md.government.bg/bg/
· Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria:
http://www.mfa.bg/
· Vasil Levski National Military University:

http://www.nvu.bg/
· European Security and Defence College:

http://www.emilyo.eu/
· Town Veliko Tarnovo:
 HYPERLINK "" https://www.veliko-tarnovo.bg/bg/
· Weather Forecast for Veliko Tarnovo:
https://www.sinoptik.bg/veliko-turnovo-bulgaria-100725993
